Russia and the EU – rebuilding bridges of confidence and friendship
The last decade of the 20th century brought new freedoms and paramount changes to lives of many people in many countries in Central and Eastern Europe. The former allies of the Soviet Union turned west for trade and cultural enrichment. This development affected also cultural relations, loosening cooperation and breaking well-established links among cultural institutions of Russia and Eastern bloc countries. 
After 20 years, more and more professionals as well as many ordinary people see this alienation from Russia in cultural relations as wrong and are interested to rebuild partnerships. This thirst for change was well reflected in the two study tours scheduled within the KenArt project. The group from the Kenozero National Park from the Archangelsk region was warmly welcomed in the Czech Republic and vice versa, the delegates from various EU countries to the Kenozero National Park were impressed how much can be learnt in Russia. 
Machaon International, an independent non-commercial conservation organization based in Slovakia, has recognized this gap and strives to rebuild bridges of confidence and friendship, among similar institutions and individual people of Russia and the EU. Moreover, the gap is more evident in the provinces, far from major cities. In the remote regions, national parks are not only places of pristine nature, but also pivotal centres of culture and education for local residents. 
Since 2006 Machaon International supports various national parks and protected areas in Russia in their role as guardians of nature and traditional culture. The team at Machaon International explores new avenues to enhance mutual co-operation in nature conservation, cultural heritage preservation and sustainable development. 
We are thankful to kind financial support of the EU to facilitate this process of cultural reconnection.    

Recommendations/proposals on how to strengthen cooperation between Russia and EU in sphere on the conservation of nature and cultural heritage 

We believe that closer co-operation between Russian and European national parks as well as environmental NGOs (active in cultural field) will bring mutual benefits to both sides and help preserving natural and cultural heritage of Europe and Russia.   
Areas of further co-operation: 
· Tourism development. The Russian protected areas are particularly interested in learning from European experience in cultural interpretation and ecotourism, collaboration of various stakeholders in the development and promotion of tourism. 
· Scientific exchange through study tours, international seminars and conferences, common scientific expeditions etc. 
· More shared web resources such as multilingual websites promoting national parks and other protected areas  

