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Conclusion
of the International Seminar
“Russia-EU: Signs on the Road Map of Cultural Cooperation”
Moscow, the Russian Federation

8 December, 2009

---------------------------------------------------------------------
Holding the International Seminar “Russia-EU: Signs on the Road Map of Cultural Cooperation” that took place on 8 December, 2009 in Moscow, the Russian Federation, was outlined in the first Permanent Partnership Council Joint Statement between the Russian Federation and the EU (October 2007) and was confirmed at the 3rd meeting of the Russia-EU Joint Working Group on Culture (Moscow, June 2008). The participants (decision makers, experts and cultural operators from Russia and the EU members) discussed possible directions of fostering cultural cooperation between Russia and the EU and declare the following:
I. While global political and economic integration processes have become deeper, the value of cultural cooperation in the world is increasing.
Culture is an essential component of society’s capacity to deal with social, economic, cultural and environmental challenges to the benefit of sustainable development of both the RF and the EU. At the same time international cultural cooperation plays an important role in providing the population with access to cultural and historical heritage of both Russia and the EU countries, contributing to the active exchange between the peoples and to intercultural dialogue, providing new possibilities for cultural self-expression, contemporary culture, creative industries as well as preservation and development of traditions.

In this context the interaction between the Russian Federation and the EU Member States opens favorable opportunities for the development of the cooperation in the field of culture. The cooperation in the framework of other organizations such as the Council of Europe, the Forum of Slavic Cultures, the CBSS (Council of the Baltic Sea States), the BEAC (Barents Euro-Arctic Council), and others is also contributing to promoting of the dialogue between members of the cultural community and enhancing cultural cooperation between Russia and the EU. The recently established Northern Dimension Partnership on Culture (NDPC) will be able to provide a useful framework for fostering cultural interaction in the Northern Dimension Region.

II.
The participants of the International Seminar in Moscow after discussing the issues of mutual interest: 

· believe that the positive experience in the Russia-EU cooperation in the present stage both on bilateral and multilateral levels and should be taken into consideration when preparing the Action Plan on Culture between the Russian Federation and the European Union as well as for its practical implementation,

· note the need of fostering cultural cooperation and will strive for enhancing the interaction in this field between cultural organizations and cultural actors from the Russian Federation and the EU by the definition of directions for concrete cooperation, 

· underline that the work at the local and regional levels is a basis of successful co-operation at the national level between Russia and the EU member states,
· consider the exchange of views at the International Seminar as a very useful contribution to continuation of the fruitful co-operation among heads of institutions, experts and other professionals in the fields of culture and cultural heritage, 

· support further development of interaction between the Russian Federation and the European Union and thereupon call on an enhancing a dialogue concerning visa facilitating within Europe in order to promote the mobility of artists and other cultural professionals between the Russian Federation and the EU;

· point out the need for closer coordination of the positions of the concerned States when working out and implementing the international treaties in the field of culture, including on cultural heritage preservation within the framework of the appropriate international forums. To this regard, the participants recognize the important role of different relevant European and international organizations, avoiding overlapping work and facilitating beneficial development.
III. The participants of the Moscow International Seminar express their intention to contribute to further enhancing and promoting the cultural beneficial cooperation by 
· facilitating access to information (concerning inter alia funding, cooperation opportunities, cultural actors, mobility schemes, etc.) and foster networking between cultural actors from the Russian Federation and the EU aiming at deepening interaction in the cultural sphere;

· broadening out exchanges concerning possibilities of cooperation and ways of joint financing concrete projects with a view of strengthening mutual understanding and good-neighbourliness, 
· contributing to development of legal framework of cultural cooperation between Russia and the EU both at national and international levels;

· giving all possible support to multilateral cooperation of all stakeholders interested in cultural development, that is national and local authorities, international organizations, civil society and business with a view to achieve more sustainable programmes and projects, broadening professional and creative links, increasing in the number of consumers of cultural content and services;
· pointing out the usefulness of broadening the Russia-EU cooperation in the sphere of e-culture and e-libraries, including the issues of creating digital cultural heritage, ensuring legitimate access to it and permanent keeping of digital content by libraries, museums, archives, etc.

The participants of the Moscow International Seminar “Russia-EU: signs on the road map of cultural cooperation” underline the need of regular holding such events (seminars, conferences) for exchange of experience and deepening cooperation between cultural institutions, agencies and departments of the Russian Federation and the European Union.
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